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"4 Let a man 0 account of us, as of the 
 Muiniſters of Chriſt, and Stewards 
_ of the Myſteries wes  —-- 


- Moreover tis requir'd of Stewards, 
that a man be found faithful. | 


| FR an the Diviſions which our Bleſſed Saviour 
- told his Diſciples he came to ſend upon 
g Earth, that is, which his Holy Religion, 


in it ſelf the moſt Pure and Peaceable Inſti- 
tution, would be the occaſion of; none are greater, 
or manag'd with more Heat and Zeal, than thoſe 
. which ſpring from the different Opinions of Men, 
concerning the Miniſtry and Government of the 
. T7 . 
There is no Nation under Heaven where theſe Con- 
troverſies have been ſharper, or of longer continu- 
ance, than in our own, it has ſome time ago been 
taken Notice of by Foreigners : Apud Anglos integro 
| fſeculo de eccleſiæ regimine controverſia violenter agitata 
eſt, ad flatus uſque publici convulſionem. In England 
the Conteſts about Eccleſiaſtical Government have been for 
a whole Age carried on with that Violence, as to throw 
even the State it ſelf into Convulſions. So 


SO. | The 


A * 
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more Compaſſion than to leave them 4s Sheep not 


having a Shepherd. They knew what Authority he 
had left to his Church, and what Order of Men were 
inveſted with that . and as theſe were far _ 


from abuſing their Power ſo as to Lord it over God's 


Heritage, ſo the People eſteem d them highly for their 
Works fake; inſomuch that St. Paul teſtifies of the 


The firſt Chriſtians had none- of theſe Diſputes ;- 
for the Goſpel was plain to them, that Chriſt had 


Galatians, c. 4. v. 1 5. If it had been poſſible, they would : 


bade pluck'd out their omn Eyes and have given them 


£0 him. | 


And after the Apoſtolick Age, even till the Em- 
pire became Chriſtian, ſo great an Opinion had the 
People of their Spiritual Governours, that they en- 
_ truſted them with the diſpoſal of their Alms, which 


were then very liberal; they made them Arbitrators 


of their Differences in Civil Matters, even thoſe that 


were of the greateſt Conſequence ; they follow'd them 


into Priſons, and unto Death, and were ready, when 
they lawfully might, to hazard their Lives in their 
Defence. Tis true, Biſhops had then many Enemies, 
but they were the Heathens or the Jews only; no 
one pretended to be a Chriſtian who did not own 


their Power, and readily ſubmit to their Com- LA 


mands. ns Ts np 7 
But after the Affairs of the Church grew quiet 
and proſperous, and Chriſtian Emperors thought no 
Favours too great to be conferrd on thoſe whoſe 
Services to their Holy Religion had preſerv'd it, and to 

whom themſelves and their People owed their Con- 

_ verſion; the Wealth and Honours which flow'd in 
| ade ambitious Men ſeek 
to be admitted of der, ſo it raisd them 


upon the Clergy, 


4 * 
than, N OO 4. 


- 


— 


ME many Enemies, even of their own Houſhold ; Preſ 
byters contended with their Biſhops for an Equality 


it upon them: But there is a Race 
amongſt us, who, whether out of Flattery to the Civil 
Powers, or Envy to the Proſperity of the Clergy, or 


the Chriſtian Prieſthood. 


by original Inſtitution, and Biſhops themſelves broke 


out into Feuds with one another upon the account of 
Temporal Rights and Privileges. = <3 

- The Biſhops of Rome, not content to uſurp upon 

the reſt of their Brethren, extended their Claim 

of Supremacy over Princes themſelves, and con- 


ſe 
Ju 
were made ſubject to their Univerſal Juriſdicti- 


2 all Civil Rights (fo far as they ſhould 


—S e „„ 
 _ This is the Original of confounding the diſtinct 
Powers of Church and State, which gave but too 


juſt a Provocation to. temporal Princes to follow the 


ſame Pattern; ſome of them, for Security of their 
dn Rights, broke in upon thoſe of the Houſe of 
_ God: Others have grown ſo jealous of the Hierarchy 
it ſelf, as utterly to extirpate and aboliſh it. Bleſſed 
be God this is none of our Caſe; we left the Errors 
and Abuſes of Popery, without ſwerving from the 
_, Rules of Scripture, or the Diſcipline and Practice of 
the pureſt Ages. | | 


Our Princes claim no other Supremacy in Eccleſi- 


aſtical Affairs, than what appears to have been al- 
ways given to all Godly. Princes in Holy Scripture, 


which the Primitive Chriſtians were ſo far from 


denying to the Roman Emperors; that they rejoyc'd 


ge it conduc'd to the Good of the Church) 


greatly to ſee them capable of ky the Exerciſe of 


Men ſprung up 


with a Deſign to ſubvert all Religion, do boldly 
aſſert, that the Spiritual Function is a meer Creature 
5 | . 5 
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of the State; that Magiſtrates may conſecrate whom 
they will, and he becomes a Prieſt; that the Spiritual 
_ Character ceaſes whenever they pleaſe to put an end to 
it; that particularly the Clergy of the Church of 
England (than which none ever had a more 
regular Miſſion) have no Authority or Powers but 
„What they derive from the Prince, as the Prince 
originally derives his from the People. . 
But ſuch impious Paradoxes have no Pretence, or 
Colour of Reaſon alledg'd for them, unleſs it be up- 
on the account of thoſe Honours and Privileges 
which our Princes have formerly conferr'd upon the 
Sacred Order, and which are ſtill continu'd to us by 
the Favour of our Laws; or elſe becauſe in the out- 
| ward Exerciſe of our Spiritual Powers we own our 
ſelves to be under their. Direction and Government. 
But nothing can be weaker than the former way of 
arguing, thoſe Rewards themſelves proving the Office 
to have been antecedent to them; it being alſo plain 
from Scripture, and other Hiſtories of undoubted - + 
Authority, that the Church had its Governors, and 
ſubſiſted as a . When all Earthly Powers were 
ſet againſt it; And that thoſe Governors act by an Au- 
thority diſtin& from the Civil Powers; and, where 
the Magiſtrate is not Chriſtian, wholly „ Saxe | 
of them, appears plainly from that fingle Inſtance of 
the Apoſtles, who when they were commanded noet 
to ſpeak at all, nor teach in the Name 4 Jeſus, Acts 
4. v. 18. thought themſelves warranted and obliged 
to go on, by Virtue of the Commiſſion they had 
receiv'd from God, which they knew could not be 
{ſuperſeded by any Earthly Authority. 


VV 
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And as to the other Suggeſtion, that becauſe we are 
regulated and order*d by the State in the Exerciſe of 
our Spiritual Function, therefore it muſt needs be de- 
rived from it; this needs no other Confutation than 
the Example of the Jewiſh Church, which in its ex- 
ternal Polity was ſo far ſubjected to the Power of 
their King, that he might baniſh or depoſe the High 
Prieſt himſelf, yet could he not without the utmoſt 
HhHeril burn Incenſe, or exerciſe any other part of the. 
Prieſtly Office; as appear'd in the Caſe of UVzz1ab, 
who was ſmitten with a Leproſy for attempting it. 
oo Rn TO OE | 
 - Theſe are plain and full Anſwers to all the Ar- 
guments that are brought by the Adverſaries of 
the Prieſthood to invalidate its Divine Inſtitution 
and Authority; but for all this, their pernicious. 
Doctrines grow popular, and will eat as doth a Canker, 
meeting either with weak Minds which are not able 
do diftinguiſh what theſe Men have fo artificially 
confounded, the Civil Rights and Privileges of the 
4 Clergy with the Spiritual; or elſe with envious ones, 
that will not own any ſuch Diſtinction, unleſs the 
could ſee (what we hope they never will in this. 
Church) an actual Separation of the one from the e 
777. CRE. 
Setting aſide therefore the Conſideration of thoſe 
ſecular Rights and Advantages, which were intended 
for the Honour and Support of the Prieſthood, and 
not to extinguiſh the internal Powers eſſentially be- 
longing to it. I ſhall prove from the Words of the 
J e | | 


-  Fir#, That the Sacerdotal Office was inſtituted by 
| Chriſt himſelf, with an Intention that it ſhould 
e = | „ continue 
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continue for ever in his Church , and that they 
who are called to it are his peculiar Officers or 
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Secondly, I ſhall ſhew wherein their Miniſtry / 
Cunſiſts. | TE -— 


Third, I ſhall conſider what our Duty is in the 
Relation we bear to Chriſt, *Tis required of 
Stewards, that they be found faithful. _ Ee. 


Of the Fir# of theſe. That the Sacerdotal Office 
was inſtituted by Chriſt, with an Intention that it 
ſhould continue for ever in his Church, and that they 
who are call'd to it, are his peculiar Officers or 
W Coon 7 5 
Though our Saviour told Pilate, that his Ringdom 
was not of this World, John 18. Verſe 36. yet at the 
ſame time he denied not that he was a King; for it 
was his Buſineſs to erect a Spiritual Kingdom in it, 
and therefore for all the Submiſſion and exact Obe- 
dience which he paid to the Civil Powers, he never 
ask'd their Leave or Advice who ſhould be the 
Officers in his Kingdom, but proceeded by his own 
Authority to chuſe them; thus were the Apoſtles and, 
the Seventy ſent forth by his fole Commi b- 
preach the Goſpel of the Kpngdom, to turn Men from 
Darkneſs to Light, aud from the Power of Satan unto 
And as our Saviour uſed the Miniſtry of Men to 
carry on the Affairs of his Kingdom whilſt himſelf 
=_ - continued upon Earth, ſq after his Aſcenſion into 
11 Heaven he confirm'd his Apoſtles in their Office, by | 
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the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them, and he 
- endued them with larger Powers from Above. 
Chriſt himſelf was from thenceforth to ſit at the 
Right Hand of his Father, but as ſupreme Head of 
his Church he will always govern and preſide over 
it. If then the Miniſtry of Men was though. ne- 
ceſſary for his Church, whilſt himſelf was viſibly 
preſent with it, how much more now that he is in 
Heaven, and rules it by the inviſible Influences and 
Operations of his Spirit? Wherefore when he aſcend- 
ed up on high, he ee Apoſiles, ſome Prophets, 
ſome Evangeliſts and Teachers, Here we find an Ap- 
pointment of ſeveral Eccleſiaſtical Officers, and the 


End for which they were appointed will prove the 


Continuance of ſo many of them as are neceſſary for 
that End; that is, for the Work of the Miniſtry, fr the 
2 of the Saints, for the edifying of the Body of 
„ | F „ 55 
However, thoſe other Texts, as my Father ſent 
moe, ſo ſend I you, John 26. v. 21. and, 4 I am with 
jou alway to the end of the World, Matth. 28. v. 20. 
Which the beſt Interpreters have ever underſtood 
to imply our Saviour's Intention, and the Authority 
he gave for a perpetual Succeſſion of Miniſters in his 
Church, are now evaded, or thought unſatisfacto- 


3 ry; yet no one will deny, that ſo long as the End 


- - continues for which God appointed any Means, fo: 
long the Means will be continued alfo : Otherwiſe 
Infinite Wiſdom would not act by Reaſon, or by 
ſuch Meaſures as are conſiſtent with themſelves. 
- But there will be always to the end of the World 


Work enough for the Miniſtry, were it only to d- 


| fayers : There will likewiſe always be Saints to be 
DE PL perfected 


. 


fend Religion, and to convince or confute ſuch Gain-- 


o 
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| perfected by the uſe of God's Word and Sacraments ; 
1 the Church of God, till the Conſummation of all 
things, muſt be edified, that is, built higher upon 
thoſe Foundations which Chriſt has laid for it, by 
"8 3 new Acceſſions of Diſciples and Proſe- 
| And accordingly proviſion is made for this pur- 
Pole, they who will not underſtand the Commiſſion = 
| which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles to ordain their 
fi  _- Suicceſſors, ought to have more Modeſty than to de- 
5 ny there is any ſuch thing; ſince *tis plain that the 
Apoſtles did act in purſuance of it, and gave Au- 
b thority to others to follow their Example. The In- 
S ſtances of Timothy and Titus are too well known to 
1 need to be inſiſted upon, both were Ordain'd by St. 
Paal, and both receiv'd Inſtructions from him con- 
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1 cerning the Ordaining others. e 
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= And that this was intended by our Saviour as a 
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ſtanding Rule for conſtituting Officers in his Church, 
EL will farther appear, in that the Holy Ghoſt himſelf 
E- would not diſpenſe with it, but when he bad call 
Barnabas and Saul to the Miniſtry, they were yet 
1 to receive Authority to execute it, in the ordinary 
= Way of Epiſcopal Conſecration; therefore he com- 
H manded thoſe who had Power to ſend others, to ſe+ 
'- +  parate Barnabas and Saul for the Work whereanto:he had 
called them; which was done as we now receive our 
Ordination, by Prayer, and laying on of Hands. _ 
Wyberefore ſince Chriſt himſelf did inſtitute the 
Miniſtry for Spiritual Ends and Purpoſes, without the 
Leave or Advice of the Civil Powers, and gave Com- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles to continue it in his Church, 
and accordingly they did derive it upon others, and 
it has been convey'd down to us by undoubted Au- 
__ C thority 
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thority received from them, we ought to magniſie our 
Office, for *tis plain we are not (as ſome would have 


it) meer Creatures, or precarious Officers of the State, 


but the true Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


And this will be farther demonſtrated in the RY 


cond Thing I propoſed, which is to ſhew wherein 
our Miniſtry conſiſts, and that is in being Srewards 
of the Myſteries of God, dr 


But one of late has undertaken to prove that there 


is no ſuch Thing as a adn in the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, a very proper Introduction for that infamous 


k which came out not long after it, to prove 


that there is no Prieſthood in it; but as well might 


they affirm that there is no Goſpel, as that there are 
no Myſteries in Chriſtianity. If we take that Word 
to ſignifie what we could not have known but that 


it is reveal'd, and what our Reaſon, though we are 


aſſur'd of its Truth, is never able to comprehend ; 
ſuch are not only the Doctrine of the Trinity, of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, and the Satisfaction 
which he made for our Sins; but the Sacraments 
Which are the Seals and Conveyances of our Re- 


demption are Myſteries alſo; unleſs any one will pre- 


tend to underſtand how it is, that in Baptiſm we are 
born again, are made New Creatures, and receive the 
Principle of Spiritual Life into our Souls; or how it 
is inthe other Sacrament, that the Bread and Wine are 
the Communion of the Body upd Blood of our Lord, 


The Myſteries therefore of which we are Stew- 


ards, are the Word and Sacraments; of the Firſt of 


.._ _ theſe the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Cor. c. 5. v. 19. God hath 


committed to us the Word of Reconciliation, that is, the 


| Goſpel, which contains all the . Artieles of 
2 N e re! 


\ 


J 
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our Faith, all that we are to believe or practiſe in 
order to Salvation: As under the Law, the Prieſts 
Lips were to preſerve Kpowleage, and the People were 
To enquire of the Law at their Mouth, ſo is it under the 
"SIS Goſpel a chief Part of the Prieſtly Office, to preach 
tlie Myſteries of the Kjugdom of God, and by ſound. 
Doctrine both to exhort and convince the Gain- 


_z_ERRT ig DD 
Tho' this is plainly appropriated to the Miniſtry, 
yet in an Age fo addicted as this is to Enthuſiaſm, tis 
not eaſie to convince Men of it; What a Temptation 
is it for Men to pretend to come with Meſſages from 
God, when there are ſo many ready to take their 
Word for it? Others not ſo blinded as theſe, yet 
placing Religion almoſt wholly in hearing Sermons 
* think it a ſtrange Abridgment of their Liberty, ff 
they may not go where they can edify moſt. Neither 
ol thefe have any notion that Order which God 
has eſtabliſh'd in his Church, nor will they conſider _ 
or underſtand thoſe Words of the Apoſtle, how ſhall 
: they preach except they be ſent? Rom. 10. v. 15. 
_ "Secondly, That Word of Reconciliation , which may 
be: emphatically: calPd ſo, by which Men are abſolv'd 
from their Sins, is committed to the Miniſters: of 
1 Chbriſt to be diſpens'd to thoſe who by unfeigned 
ft *  Repentance are made capable of it. No ſooner do - 1 
Wi. we inſiſt upon this Branch of our Authority, but | 
We are ſure to hear the Scribes Queſtion, Who can 
 »* forgive Sins but God only? Mark 2. v. 7. But as 
Chriſtians cannot but acknowledge that be Son of 
Man had Power on Earth to forgive Sins, Mat. 9. 
V. 6. ſo. what could hinder, him from delegating 
that Power: to others, to be exerciſed PI | 


on 
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under himſelf? and that he did fo, ſeems as plain as 
Words can expreſs it, in Two Places of St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, c. 16. v. 19. and c. 18. v. 18. and in one of 
St. John's c. 20, v. 23. In all which Places the Oc- 
caſion and Manner of ſpeaking, and other Circum- 
ſtances with which the Words were deliver'd, as 
well as the literal Sence of them, call for this and for 


no other Meaning; and ſo they have been ever un- 


derſtood by the Fathers and beſt Interpreters of the 
Scripture, to whoſe Judgment the Church of Eng- 


layd conforms herſelf, as may be ſeen particularly in 


the Office for Viſiting the Sick, where the Prieſt ab- 
| ſolves the Penitent with Authority, only acknowledg- 
ing that he does it in the Name of the Trinity, 
and by Virtue of the Power which Chrift hath left ia 
his Church; a Power that would not be ſo diſputed as it 
is, were it not for the hard Condition of a ſincere - 
| ee without which no Benefit can be had 
„ e 8 | 


Thirdly, The diſpenſing of the Sacraments, which 


 *tis plain are Myſteries in our Religion, is committed 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt. ea tk „ 


TI will not enter into the Diſpute, what Validity 


there is in the Sacraments when adminiſtred by 
bother Hands, tis enough that we can prove that the 
Apoſtles, and in them their Succeſſors were appointed 
by Chriſt himſelf to be the ordinary Diſpenſers of 
them. Men may extend their Charity as they pleaſe, 
but it does not become any one to be wiſe, much leſs 

to be poſitive beyond what is written. The Apoſtles _ 
then had a Commiſſion from Chriſt to baptize, as 
well as to teach all Nations, Mat. 28. v. 19. And 
. as to his laſt Supper, when he brake the Bread, and 
nd 2 Te 8 bleſſed 
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bleſſed the Cup, he commanded them to do the ſame 
thing as they ſaw him do, which Power muſt be 
continued to their Succeſſors, becauſe the Lord's 
Death was to be ſhewn forth after the ſame manner 
till his coming again to judgment: And ſince it is the 
Buſineſs of the Prieſthood to reconcile Men to God, 
{urely nothing comes more properly under its Care, 
than the Seals of the Covenant, the beſt viſible means 


of reconciling them to him. di ets 
Beſides theſe are indeed the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven; in the uſe of which conſiſts that Diſcipline 
which Chriſt ordain'd in his Church, and which is 
abſolutely- neceſfary to its good Order and Preſer- 
V „„ 
No Society can ſubſiſt without a Power of pu⸗ 
niſhing Offenders; and as the Church has no Claim to 
any coercive Power, which way ſhould ſhe keep her 
Members in Awe, if not by withdrawing her Pri- 
vileges from thoſe who are unſound in the Faith, 
or whoſe Lives are a Scandal to their Holy Pro- 
Oo RO We TC gw 
This Right ſhe has from Nature as a Society, but 
claims it alſo from the Authority of Chriſt, they 
who will not hear the Church, are to be accounted 
A, Heathens or Publicans, Mat. 18. v. 17. Which if it 
does not exclude them from all civil Commerce with 
Chriſtians, yet it muſt at leaſt imply, that they 
{hall not be admitted to Holy Offices, eſpecially not - 
to partake of the Body and Blood of Chriſt, unleſs 
we can think it fitting that theſe ſhould be commu- 
/ 7 7 bo nn 
Were this Authority derived from the Civil Pow- 
ers, and not from Chrift , what had n — wo 
CO ER TOE N uren 
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then with this Diſcipline only, her Governors had a 
greater Awe and Influence upon their Flocks to keep 
them ſtedfaſt in the Faith, and unblameable in their 


Manners, than now that the ſecular Arm is likewiſe. 


come in to their Aſſiſtance, -— 5 
And however we are limited by the State in the 


_ outward Exerciſe of our Holy Function, yet this 


Power of keeping back from the Communion thoſe. 


whom we judge unworthy of it, is ſtill reſerv'd to us, 


as may be ſeen in the Rubrick of the Communion- 


Office, where every Miniſter is allow'd' to do this, 
only he is obliged to give notice of it to his Biſhop, 
in order to have the Offender farther proſecuted as. 


his Crime ſhall deſerve it. 


HFaving ſhewn from whence we derive our Mini- 


ſtry, and wherein it conſiſts, I proceed in the Third 
Place, to the Duty mention'd in the Text, *T7s re- 
Juir'd of Stewards that a Man be found faithful, 


I be Apoſtle might have been more particular in 

reckoning up the good Qualities that are requir'd 
in a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt; for beſides thoſe Graces 
of Meekneſs, Humility, Charity and Sobriety, and 
What ever elſe adorns the Chriſtian Life, in which 


he ought to ſhew himſelf an Example to his Flock, 


there are other Duties to which his Calling more 
particularly obliges him, ſuch as Zeal for his Maſter's 

Service, Diligence and Integrity in doing his Duty, 
Courage and Boldneſs in executing the difficult 


parts of it; but all theſe are implied and comprehend-- 
ce d in being faithful, that Steward Who is ſo, Will 
not be wanting in any thing, whereby they who _ 
E „% ⁴ “ 


Church in Times of Perſecution? But we find that 
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under his Charge may be profited, or his Maſter's | 
Honour and Intereſt advanc'd by him. 
Who then is that faithful and wiſe Steward? If he 
be a Rater in the Houſe of God, there are Duties 
which particularly reſpect that high Station, in per- 
forming which he muſt approve bis Faithfulneſs to 
his Lord. All who are conſecrated to the Miniſtry 
are bound to do God and his Church the beſt Ser- 
vice they can in it: A good Biſhop will not there- 
fore think that he ſatis fies his Duty oy egg on- 
ly, or doing any other part of the Office of a Preſ- 
byter, thanks be to God, we have enow of that Or- 
der for the Work to which they are appointed. St. 
Paul, though he had Authority to. baptize as well as 
any inferiour Officer in the Church, yet left that 
Buſineſs to others, Chriſt, ſays he, did not ſend me to 
baptiæes but to preach the Goſpel. 1 Cor. c. 1. 2. 17. 
He thouglit it behoved him to crmpioy himſelf that 
way wherein he could be the moſt uſeful, which was 
at that time in planting the Chriſtian Wie 
where that is already eftabliſh'd and profels'd in its 
Purity, the beſt thing that can be done, is to 
take care that it be maintain'd and ſupported. - 
As this Care lies chiefly upon the Governors of the 
Church, they being both by their Spiritual and Tem- | 
po Authority moſt enabled for it , the Two beſt . 
Ingredients in their Character are, a Spirit of Go- 
vernment for keeping up Diſcipline and good Order 
within the Church, and a Spirit of Zeal and Cou- 


rage to defend her againſt her Enemies  _ 
It ought therefore to be look'd upon as a ſingu- 
lar Bleſſing to any Church, and for which the can 

never ſufficiently expreſs her Thankfulnefs, when * | 
LS e e 
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the Chriſtian Pruefthood. 15 
of this Character are advanc'd to preſide over it; and 
nothing can be a ſurer Proof of this, than if they are 
ſuch as have hazarded their Lives for the Truth, if 
they have vigorouſly againſt the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition 
aſſerted her Diſcipline, if they have always kept a 
watchful Eye upon her Adverſaries, and by their 
| Four and Intereſt in the State have been able to 
fruſtrate the Deſigns of thoſe that have evil Will at 
Sion. By ſuch as theſe God fulfils the Promiſe which 
he made to his Church by the Prophet Jeremiah, 
c. 23. v. 4. I will ſet up Shepherds over them which 
ball feed them, and they ſhall fear no more nor be diſ- 
mayed, neither (hall they be e the Lord, _ 
We, my Brethren,who are the ſubordinate Stewards 
in the Houſe of God, mult ſhew our Faithfulneſs to 
our great Maſter in a cheerful Obedience to him, 
who by his Providence is ſet over us; we know that 
by our Conſtitution the Cure of Souls is, as it ought 
to be, originally in the Biſhops, and by their Hands 
is committed to us in the Places to which we are ap- 
pointed: What part of it therefore they have in- 
truſted us with, for ſo much we are accountable; 
and that we ſhall find cliefly conſiſts in a Power of 
diſpenſing the Word, and of adminiſtring the bleſſed 
Sacraments. 522. 2 l e OTE 
As to the latter of theſe, though we deteſt the 
blaſphemous Arrogancy of the Church of Rame, in 
affirming that by their Conſecration the Elements 
are converted into God, yet Wwe ſhould be falſe to 
the Souls of Men, and to the Dignity of our Functi- 
on, did we not maintain, that 2% Cup of Bleſſing which 
we bleſs is the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt, and the 
Bread which we break is the Communion of the Body of: 
_ Chriſt, 1 Cor. c. 10. v. 16. | ls is 74 a. 
. J 8 
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Such being the Dignity of that Sacrament we are 
not faithful Stewards of it, if after the Manner ofthat 
Church, we detain half of it from the Pèople, or if 
wee give them the whole, but with ſuch Indecency and 
Irreverence, as they will hardly-ai/cerz it to be the 
T EG EWLETET og 
Tis our Duty alſo to be ready to adminiſter this 
Bread of Life on all uſual and proper Occaſions, eſ- 
pecially to thoſe that are in Extremity of Sickneſs, | 
_ exhorting them to receive it as the beſt Proviſion for 
their Way to Eternity; we ſhould alſo ſpare no pains 
in exhorting the [careleſs and flothful Chriſtians to 
prepare themſelves for the worthy partaking of it, 
inſtructing them well in the Neceſſity of the Duty, 
and in the beſt Manner how to perform it. 
And as we have both power from Chriſt our Maſter, 
and Allowance from the Laws we live under to keep 
back enormous Offenders that they preſume not 7o 
eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cap, it were to be 
 wifffd that this Authority were os ex- 
ercisd, whereby the ancient Diſcipline of the Church 
would be in a great meaſure reviv'd, the Dignity of 
the Prieſtly Office aſſerted, the bleſſed Sacrament 
vindicated from Contempt, Vice and Irreligion diſ- 
couraged and diſgrac d; and it is great Charity to an 
exorbitant Sinner, not to ſuffer him if he would, 0 
eat and arink his own Damnation: Moreover by this 
means the Ground of Offence which is taken at our 
mixt Communions would be remov'd , an Objection 
Which has never 3 Weight, than when they 
who make it, do for their Intereſt only joyn in Com- 
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As to the other part of our Miniſtry, the Preaching 


the Word of God, fince the greateſt Part of Religion 


is now a-days plac'd in Hearing, very much depends 


upon our Faithfulneſs in diſcharging it. 


. 


They who hate our Prayers, but will vouchſafe us | 


.* 


their Preſence for the ſake of a Sermon, we may be . 


| fare are ſuch as will not endure ſound Doctrine if in 


Return for their good Opinion of our Performances, 


and out of a vain Deſire of keeping up their Eſteem, 


we handle the Word of God deceitfuly, making it bend 
to their corrupt Principles, what Contempt do we 


bring upon our Office? To what Danger do we ex- - 
'- Poſe our own Souls and thoſe that hear us? Wo be 
to the Shepherds, ſays. the Prophet Ezekiel, who feed 


themſelves , ſhould not the Shepherds feed the Flocks ? 
Whatever preſent Turn may be ſerv'd by ſuch un- 


. 


_ worthy Compliances, in the end we ſhall find it in- 

 Hinitely better to take the Advice which St. Paul gave 

to Timothy, 2 Epiſtle c. 2. v. 15. ſtudy to ſhew thy ff 
E 


approved unto God, a Workman that needeth wot to 
Aſbam' d, rightly dividing the Word of Truth. - 


. Sincerity in our Doctrine is as much requir'd of us 


as Sincerity in our Lives. Titus c. 2. v. 7. Where- 


fore St. Paul told the Elders of the Church of Epheſus, 


that he was free from the Blood of all Men, becauſe he 


had not ſhunn'd in the Courſe of his Miniſtry to de- 
clare unto them the whole Counſil of God; he did not 
. conceal any thing for Fear or Favour, he never flatter- 
ed the Jew that he might be juſtified by the Law of 
_ Moſes, nor the Gentile that he might be ſaved by 
good Morality, nor the Gnoſtic that a Mixture of Ju- 


daiſ with Chriſtianity , that is, his being a Christian 


| for his Conſcience, and a Jer 18 Occalion ſery'd for 


his 
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Intereſt, would excuſe him from Hypocriſy before 


d; but he teſtified both to the Jews and Greeks, to 
Men whatſoever, Repentance towards God, and 


© "ith towards our Lord Jeſus Chri#, as the only Way 


After the Pattern he hath ſet us, we muſt neither 
- al nor enlarge the Terms of Salvation, but 


make it our Buſineſs to ſtate and explain them aright, 


and to inculcate them at fitting Opportunities: Faith 


and Repentance ſeem very eaſie to be underſtood , 


but when they are conſider'd in the Senſe in which 
the Apoſtle meant them, as General Heads of Reli- 


gion, the one comprehending all that the Scriptures 


will have us to believe, the other what Duties ſoever 


we are to practiſe, we ſhall find them a very large Field 


wherein to exerciſe our Studies and our Faithfulneſs. 
All that the Time will permit me to ſay of them 
is, that we ought with all Courage and Diligence to 


ſet our ſelves to oppoſe all thoſe Errors, whether in 


Opinion or Practice, which are grown popular, and 
are for that Reaſon the more dangerous. 


In preaching. Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, tis not en 3 


that we let the World know there was once a Perſon 
, of that Name who lived well, and ſuffered unjuſtly ; 

but we are farther to inſiſt upon the Dignity of his 
Perfon, and the Merit of his Death, which as he is 


the _ begotten Son of the Eternal God, was a full. 


Satisfaction for the Sins of all Men. In preaching Re- 


pentance we are not to be afraid of any Man's Dif. 


pleaſure, but be he never ſo rich or powerful that has 
rais d himſelf in the World by Frauds or Oppreſſion, 


we muſt give him to underſtand that without making 
Reſtitution he can give no Proof of a true Repentance. 


And 
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the Chriſtian Prieſt hood. 19 
And as this Duty looks forward, as well as upon 
that which is paſt, and takes in all the Duties 
of the Chriſtian Life, we muſt not forget or conceal 
any one of them; but amongſt the reſt thoſe ought to 
have the Peference which moſt nearly concern the 
publick Peace and Tranquility : Wherefore as the 
Apoſtle charges Titus, c. 3. v. 1. Put thoſe under 
your Charge in mind to be ſubject to Principalities and 
Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, and to obey them that have the 
Rale over them in Spiritual Matters, and who watch for 
their Souls. This was never more neceſſary to be done, 
than at a time when ſtrange new Diſcoveries are 
, pretended to be made of original unalienable Rights 
of Nature, which empower Subjects to conſtitute 
at their Diſcretion their ownKz,and their own Prieſt. 
I Thus if we diſcharge our Duty with Diligence and 
Sincerity, by giving out to our Fellow-Servants their 
Portion of Meat, the Word and Sacraments in due ſea- 
. ſon, we may anticipate to our ſelves the unſpeakable 
Happineſs of that bleſſed Day, when all our Services 
will be approved of and rewarded by our Maſter, 
when he will fay to thoſe who deſerve well of him, 
Mell done thou good and faithful Servant, thou haſt been 
Faithful over a few things, I will make thee Ruler over many 
things, enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord. Now to 
God the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghoſt be aſcrib'd 
- . all Glory and Power for evermore. 8 
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An Eſſay on Inſpiration, in Two Parts; the firſt 


| ſhewi what Proofs are neceſſary for a Prophet's own 
Convittion, by which he may certainly know. hin- 
ſelf to be inſpired. The Second ſhewing what Proofs © 
are neceſſary for him to produce in order to ſatisſie 

. and colivirice Yor World of the RN of his Iaſ 1 a 
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